[image: image2.jpg]CACP

California Alliance For
Consumer Protection




The California Alliance For Consumer Protection

37 Derow Court, Sacramento, Ca. 95833

    www.consumeradvocacy.com      *      www.RxCannabis.com                 

 (916) 923-2215      *      ssorleahcim@comcast.net
[image: image1.jpg]



"Combining The Terms Rx, Cannabis & Consumer Protection"
Definition of Organic RX Cannabis
Problem:

Federal and State Governments have established in law definitions’ of the term “organic”, yet this definition is not used in the medical marijuana industry.  As such, many of the Rx Cannabis clubs sell “Organic Cannabis” (and do so at higher rates), yet there is no proof that what they are selling is actually organic.  That means they are ripping off consumers. 
For Example:

In general, Cannabis grows naturally outdoors only 7 or 8 months out of the year, even in California. During this time, growers use "chemicals and other artificial means" to stimulate plant leaf growth and THC production. If this is true, how can the product they are selling meet Organic Definitions? This becomes even more important when one considers that a lot of today’s RX Cannabis product is grown indoors and uses artificial lights and specially enhanced soils and chemicals that are specifically designed to enhance year-round growth. In general, the state turns a blind eye to this practice, and as such, it is accepted by the industry and wrongly sold to consumers.  For example, no one has established any Organic RX Cannabis criteria and thus become “certified to sell Organic Cannabis”, yet the cannabis clubs are selling Organic RX Cannabis. This begs three connected questions:

a) Are the products fraudulent because they are not really organic according under either federal or state law?  
b) Is this the kind of consumer protection principles we want operating in this industry?

c) As the state starts to “clean up the industry’, isn’t this an issue that should be addressed?

Solution:

1) Establish the most basic of definitions that consumers, growers and dispensers will understand with respect to the growth and sale of RX Cannabis.
2) Insert the term “Rx Cannabis” or “Medical Marijuana” in the state’s currently adopted organic produce law.

Possible Support:

• Consumers

• Dr.’s

• Pharmaceutical

• NORML

• Law Enforcement
Possible Opposition:

• Consumers

• Dr.’s

• Pharmaceutical

• NORML

• Law Enforcement

• Patients
Arguments In Support:

1) As this industry grows, consumer protection definitions are going to be VITAL, and the definition of ORGANIC is a basic one;

2) By establishing the definition of "organic" we will creating two separate markets... a consumer oriented market based on self growth and use and an industrial market based on protected consumer sales;

3) We should not allow people to grow their own plants and then sell product without knowing what they did to the plant "chemically or artificially".

Arguments In Opposition:

1) The industry is under attack from law enforcement at all levels, and you think consumer protection is going to stop that?

2) The cannabis clubs are not following other laws, rules and regulations, what makes you think that they will follow any new rules or laws? 
3) Cannabis clubs will come up with a dozen other arguments not to provide consumers with consumer protection. The largest, after the first two, is that it will cost them money to comply with these new concepts.

Language:

Section 1: The term organic RX Cannabis refers to Cannabis products that are grown with no chemical pesticides or enhancers as per Agricultural Code _________.

Section 2: The California State Organics law is hereby amended to include RX Cannabis.
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